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Adventurous trip to Berlin: when does next "wall" to fall?

Yuanyuan GUO DOOoooooooooo

0 When | landed in Berlin on Nov. 6,
this city has immediately struck me
with its profound historical culture
for what has experienced over the
centuries. The fall of the Berlin Wall in
1989 represents the unification of the
Germany, the magnificent event in the
historical settings. The annual Falling
Walls Conference, coinciding with the
anniversary of the actual Berlin Walls
breakdown, gathers forward thinking
individuals from over 80 countries,
aiming to break the wall of the traditional
disciplines and to find the innovative
solutions to societal problems we face
worldwide. It was an enormous honor to
be selected from the local Falling Walls
Lab at Sendai and win the ticket to Berlin
as one of the finalists.

0 Participation of the Falling Walls Lab
Berlin from Nov. 7-9 has been more
than a marvelous experience. It was my
tremendous honor to present my idea

“Breaking the Wall of Brain-Machine
Interface”. This is the day should be
remembered because it shows the
importance of communication. This
means we need to be able to deliver
real science in a clear and wise way and
to be capable of keeping the curiosity
to ask questions. Though | have been
giving talks at different conferences
with specialized themes, there is nothing
comparable to pitch the idea within 3
minutes at Falling Wall platform to a
general audience with specialties across
arts, physics, biology, literature, politics
and medicine, to gain public interests.
In the end,
the stage-freighting and was able to
deliver a powerful talk in front of over 100

| learnt how to overcome

participants, which was also livestreamed
worldwide.

0 In addition, Falling Walls platform has
given me the delightful opportunity to
meet so many talented young researchers

ogooobogn

and entrepreneurs which greatly inspires
me to keep learning and working hard
to improve myself in both professional
and personal manner. Discussions with
them have been extremely illuminating
and establishment of the solid research
connections across different continents
can become possible from the efficient
communication with those brilliant young
minds. We have to keep the confidence
by crossing different disciplines and
carrying on the idea we have, albeit being
big or small, we will be able to make a
difference and break down the wall.

Three Labsters representing Tohoku University
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