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Kohei Tamura + Takehiko Matsugi / National Museum of Japanese History
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The modern study of cultural evolution,
emerged around 1970's, has attracted
researchers from various fields and is
increasingly widening its scope. Unlike the
historical attempts at describing
"metamorphoses" of societies under the
rubric of evolution, the modern theory sees
cultural evolution primarily as temporal

changes in cultural variation within a
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population due to innovation and
transmission between individuals. The
endeavor to reconstruct cultural evolution
in prehistoric societies is by nature
interdisciplinary. Archaeology, among all,
has the most direct access to records of
past cultural evolution, which have been
investigated within the analytical
framework developed in evolutionary
biology. A more recent move is toward
behavioral experiments on individual-level
learning biases, which are the fundamental
drive of population-level cultural
phenomena. This symposium emphasizes

the interdisciplinary nature of the study
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and aims at providing the most recent

developments in the related fields.
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HIE i | Yasuo lhara
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Yasuo lhara, Lecturer at the University of Tokyo, is an evolutionary
anthropologist. Using mathematical techniques, he is tackling various
issues related with human uniqueness. His interest ranges from
estrous synchrony in baboons to cultural transmission of low fertility

norms in humans.

B+t Y | Kohei Tamura

RAEKRFZEERZET OV T A TR BRI AR, UL EF(E
EHFHLER T YLELDERICEDW-EEEYOEEHIREITICEY
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Kohei Tamura, Assistant Professor at Tohoku University, is a
researcher of cultural evolution. In collaboration with archaeologists,
he is struggling with the application of quantitative analysis to
archaeological artifacts based on the theory of cultural evolution.
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Takehiko Matsugi, Professor at National Museum of Japanese
History, is a archaeologist covering a wide range of research topics
and is also known as a pioneer of evolutionary archaeology in Japan.
Examples include archaeology of warfare and comparative

archaeology of monuments in the UK and Japan.
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Hisashi Nakao, Assistant Professor at Yamaguchi University, is a
philosopher of science. His research interest ranges the whole area
of human behavioral evolutionary sciences. His recent work on
violence in prehistoric Japan has attracted a broad interest of mass

media.
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Tomomi Nakagawa, Graduate Student at Okayama University, is an
archaeologist. Through the anthropological and archaeological
analysis of human skeletal remains and burial practices in the Jomon
and Yayoi periods, she attempts to reconstruct social activities in

prehistoric Japan.
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Nobuhiro Minaka, Unit Leader at National Agriculture and Food
Research Organization, is a guru of phylogenetics in Japan. He is
known as a “phylogeny-hunter” due to his curiosity about biological
and cultural phylogeny and also known for his broad knowledge on
philosophy and history of science.
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Thomas E. Currie, Senior Lecturer at University of Exeter, is an
anthropologist analyzing the cultural evolution of social and political
complexity in a quantitative manner. His work on the evolution of
political complexity in Austronesian societies is a seminal work in the
field of cultural evolution.
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Enrico R. Crema, Lecturer at University of Cambridge, is an
evolutionary archaeologist using various mathematical and
computational methods in archaeology. His recent work is bridging
the gap between individual-level cultural transmission process and
population-level patterns in archaeological data.
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Masanori Takezawa, Professor at Hokkaido University, is a social
psychologist. Combining theory and laboratory experiments, he is
tackling a wide range of human social behavior including the

evolution of cooperation and cumulative cultural evolution.
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Alex Mesoudi, Associate Professor at University of Exeter, is a leader
of experimental studies of cultural evolution. He has had a
distinguished impact on a broad area of social sciences. His book
was translated into Japanese and played an important role in
attracting Japanese students to the field of cultural evolution.
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Naoko Matsumoto, Professor at Okayama University, is a pioneer of
cognitive archaeology in Japan. Her research has revealed various
aspects of prehistoric social changes and underlying cognitive
processes, with particular focus on the Jomon societies.
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